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once again on this vital and valuable 
bill. 

As we see the kinds of, really, un-
heard of events we are experiencing, it 
seems to us often that phones and cell 
phones are so 20th century. Twitter and 
Facebook are the functional equivalent 
for many Americans of 911. So today on 
this floor, I think we are resolved that 
social media are, to be sure, often 
about fun and games, but they may 
also be about life and death. 

I am pleased to support this bill and 
ask Members for its support here in the 
House. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, in closing, I again thank the gentle-
woman from the District of Columbia 
and the gentleman from New Jersey in 
supporting this important legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as a sen-

ior member of the Homeland Security Com-
mittee, I rise in support of H.R. 423, ‘‘The So-
cial Media Working Group Act of 2014,’’ which 
would establish within the Department of 
Homeland Security (DHS) a social media 
working group. 

The Social Media Working Group would pro-
vide guidance and best practices to the emer-
gency preparedness and response community 
on the use of social media technologies be-
fore, during, and after a terrorist attack. 

Today, people are relying more on Internet 
enabled communications to engage and be 
engaged in personal, professional and com-
mercial communications. 

Since September 11, 2001, our nation has 
committed resources toward the preparation of 
our first responders and citizens in preventing, 
mitigating and responding to terrorist events. 

As these efforts continue, we must keep 
pace with the rapid changing nature of the 
Internet. Part of this requires that Congress 
ensure that the Department of Homeland Se-
curity and especially the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency can reach citizens in 
new ways so that critical information is re-
ceived in a timely manner. 

In 2012, smartphones, most particularly 
phones running Apple Computer’s iOS and the 
open source Android operating system, ac-
counted for at least 40 percent of the mobile 
devices used in the United States. 

In the first quarter of 2012, mobile phone 
consumers spent over $109 billion, while con-
sumers of landline-telephone service spent 
$64.4 billion. 

The Federal Communication Commission 
reports that this trend is expected accelerate 
as United States consumers participate in a 
worldwide trend towards mobile communica-
tion devices and away from traditional means 
of receiving and sending information. 

Electronic tablet computers and e-readers, 
the other fully enabled portable Internet de-
vices, smartphones are increasingly a re-
source for people to access information, share 
content, and communicate their views. 

Social media is quickly emerging as a major 
source of information that citizens rely upon to 
receive news and engage government. 

The number of people using social net-
working sites has nearly doubled since 2008. 

In a 2011, a Pew Internet Center Research 
Project reported that 79 percent of American 
adults said they used the Internet and 59 per-

cent of all Internet users say they use at least 
one of social networking service, such as 
Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn or Instagram. 

The reasons for supporting this bill are obvi-
ous and I ask my colleagues in the House to 
vote for its passage. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 623, the Social Media Working 
Group Act of 2015, which was introduced by 
Congresswoman BROOKS, Congressman 
PAYNE, and myself. 

Social media is becoming an important tool 
before, during and after disasters. This be-
comes more and more obvious after every in-
cident and was especially prevalent both after 
Hurricane Sandy and the Boston bombings. 
Almost two years ago, when two pressure 
cooker bombs exploded at the finish line of 
the Boston Marathon, local emergency man-
agers and law enforcement turned to social 
media to alert the public, solicit assistance, 
and offer comfort to the city. Incidents like 
these point to the fact that authorities must 
embrace the use of social media as a way to 
both collect and disseminate information in the 
management of a disaster. 

Last year, I visited the headquarters of the 
American Red Cross with the author of this 
legislation, Congresswoman BROOKS. One of 
the highlights of our visit was the Red Cross 
Digital Disaster Operations Center, where, in 
partnership with Dell, the Red Cross built the 
first-ever social media operations center for 
humanitarian relief. I was impressed to see 
how the Red Cross is communicating with dis-
aster survivors through social media and how 
social media is changing the way we are able 
to prepare for and respond to disasters. 

In the last Congress, the Committee on 
Homeland Security’s Subcommittee on Emer-
gency Preparedness, Response and Commu-
nications held two hearings on the impact of 
social media before, during and after disas-
ters. These hearings informed the writing of 
this legislation which authorizes and enhances 
the Department’s Virtual Social Media Working 
Group to ensure best practices and lessons 
learned are shared with appropriate stake-
holders, including the private sector, and en-
sure our first responders understand the ever 
changing dynamic of using social media. 

This measure passed the House floor with 
almost 400 votes in the 113th Congress, dem-
onstrating its importance and bipartisan sup-
port. I urge Members to join me in supporting 
this bill today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentlewoman from Indiana (Mrs. 
BROOKS) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 623. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 55 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1831 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) at 6 
o’clock and 31 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on motions to suspend the 
rules previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

H.R. 361, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 615, by the yeas and nays; 
H.R. 623, by the yeas and nays. 
The first electronic vote will be con-

ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 

f 

MEDICAL PREPAREDNESS 
ALLOWABLE USE ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 361) to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to codify authority 
under existing grant guidance author-
izing use of Urban Area Security Ini-
tiative and State Homeland Security 
Grant Program funding for enhancing 
medical preparedness, medical surge 
capacity, and mass prophylaxis capa-
bilities, on which the yeas and nays 
were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. CAR-
TER) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 377, nays 2, 
not voting 54, as follows: 

[Roll No. 51] 

YEAS—377 

Abraham 
Adams 
Aderholt 
Aguilar 
Allen 
Amodei 
Ashford 
Babin 
Barletta 
Barr 
Bass 
Beatty 
Becerra 
Benishek 
Bera 
Beyer 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (MI) 
Bishop (UT) 
Black 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Bonamici 
Bost 
Boustany 

Boyle (PA) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Brat 
Bridenstine 
Brooks (AL) 
Brooks (IN) 
Brown (FL) 
Buchanan 
Buck 
Bucshon 
Burgess 
Bustos 
Butterfield 
Byrne 
Calvert 
Capps 
Carney 
Carson (IN) 
Carter (GA) 
Carter (TX) 
Cartwright 
Castor (FL) 
Castro (TX) 
Chabot 
Chaffetz 

Cicilline 
Clarke (NY) 
Clawson (FL) 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coffman 
Cohen 
Cole 
Collins (GA) 
Collins (NY) 
Comstock 
Conaway 
Connolly 
Conyers 
Cook 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello (PA) 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crawford 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Culberson 
Cummings 
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